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Symbolic about Elisa’s Chrysanthemums in “The Chrysanthemums”
 “The Chrysanthemums” is a short story written by John Steinbeck. The story speaks of a delighted, resilient woman called Elisa Allen, who is upset about her current life (239). Elisa’s frustration comes about not having a kid and her spouse’s failure to admire her adoringly as a wife. Elisa’s flower garden is the only single outlet for her frustration. In her garden, she nurtures lovely chrysanthemums. In this story, John Steinbeck utilizes chrysanthemums as symbols of Elisa’s personality and inner self of any woman.
The first thing that chrysanthemums symbolize is the kids of Elisa Allen. Elisa cultivates her beautiful garden and treats the chrysanthemums with care and love, just as she would treat her kids. Allen cares for her flowers, and she fences the garden round with wire; she ensures "[n]o aphids, no sowbugs or snails or cutworms" exist. "Her terrier fingers [destroy] such pests before they [can] get started" (240).  Cutworms, snails, sowbugs, and aphids, in that case, symbolize natural damage to her flowers, and, just like every good mum can do, Elisa eliminates them all before they can destruct her kids.  The chrysanthemums symbolize her kids, and she is pleased with them. When her spouse (husband) respects her for her lovely flowers, Elisa is pleased, and "on her face there [is] a little smugness" (240). However, Elisa is cheerful and proud of her attitude toward cultivating these lovely flowers. Her pride in her capacity to cultivate chrysanthemums supports the reality that the flowers substitute her kids.
Within the second section of the narrative, the chrysanthemums are symbolic of the sexuality and femininity of Elisa Allen. They portray her caring for the flowers like her kids is a womanly picture, but also her manly picture is seen in Elisa's "hard-swept and hard-polished" home-grown (240). Such a picture is linked with the relationship she has with her hubby. She feels that her husband, Henry, never appreciates or realizes her femininity, and such a feeling makes her aggressive towards Henry. There is the connotation of bitterness towards her spouse. Her husband fails to observe his weakness, and Elisa never tells him of his shortcomings.
Nonetheless, there is a clear lack of harmony among the two spouses that makes Elisa displeased with her husband. On seeing her beautiful flowers, what Henry can speak is, "I wish you'd work out in the orchard and raise some apples that big" (240). The failure of her husband to comprehend her wife's desires leaves Elisa helpless in her meeting with the fiddle (tinker). What renews Elisa's emotions of sexuality and femininity as a woman is the meeting with the tinker. Elisa's resistance to his ordinary issues goes away after the tinker's romantic description of her flowers as the "quick puff of colored smoke" (240). Through his admirations of the chrysanthemums, he allegorically likes Elisa.  Chrysanthemums symbolize Allen's sexuality, and Elisa "[tears] off the battered hat and [shakes] out her dark pretty hair" (243). With the limited well-placed words whispered by the thinker, Elisa's manly picture has been substituted by the womanly picture. In Elisa's life, the catalyst is the tinker. Via handing him the pot of red flower with the chrysanthemums, Elisa provides him a sign of her personality. Allen starts to feel courageous about her marriage and herself as the tinker moves out. Elisa Allen realizes the "bright direction" and the new start of her marital status. Her meeting with the tinker gives her confidence and makes her get ready for a more enjoyable life.
[bookmark: _GoBack]When tinker moves out, Elisa bathes, rubbing her body with "a little block of pumice, legs and thighs, loins and chest and arms, until her skin was scratched and red" (245). She sheds her old self via scrubbing, and she makes new life and adjustment. She arranges for a night outside with her spouse (husband). Elisa wears her clothes, lingering in anterior of the mirror, and likes her body, her womanliness.  She wears sheer stockings, and a lovely outfit and relaxingly applies face paint (make-up). Elisa waits for the night with her spouse. Elisa hopes Henry will realize her desire to be a woman and give her the excitement and romance she has been waiting for. However, such optimism is speedily ruined. The best remark that Henry gives regarding her look after she dressed up is:  You look strong enough to break a calf over your knee, happy enough to eat it like a watermelon" (246).  Such an ugly compliment regarding Elisa's look never does much for her personality as a woman. Elisa's confidence comes to an end at the moment she observes the flowers along the road. She feels devastated by the tinker's selfish rejection of her humanity. Therefore, the chrysanthemums signify the role of Elisa as a woman.
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